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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 3, 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mizukai etal. (JP 2001-161950). 

Claim 1. A gaming machine comprising: 

• variable display means configured to variably display a plurality of symbol rows 
each having a symbol placement face formed in a curved surface on which a 
plurality of symbols are placed (pg. 5, paragraph 12, fig. 3, item M); 

• image display means being provided in front of and opposed to the variable 
display means and configured to display the symbols through a flat symbol 
transmission face and to display an image concerning a game (pg. 5, paragraph 
12, fig. 2 and 8, item 14); 

• symbol illumination means configured to illuminate the symbols (Abstract); and 

• image display assistance means being provided on a side of the variable display 
means to cover an area sandwiched between the symbol placement face and the 
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symbol transmission face on a face on the side of the variable display means, 
and configured to assist image display of the image display means (pg. 7, 
paragraph 21). The lamps and reflector plate are on the inside of the variable 
display means apparatus. 

Claim 3. The gaming machine as claimed in claim 1, wherein the symbol 
illumination means comprises a rear illumination lamp configured to illuminate the 
symbols from behind the symbols, and wherein the image display assistance means 
reflects light emitted from the rear illumination lamp (fig. 8, item 52, pg. 7, paragraph 
21), 

Claim 5. The gaming machine as claimed in claim 1, wherein the image display 
assistance means is attached to a housing that houses the variable display means (fig. 
8, pg. 7, paragraph 21). 

Claim 6. The gaming machine as claimed in claim 1, wherein the image display 
assistance means comprises a white plate (pg. 7, pargraph 20). 

Claim 7, The gaming machine as claimed in claim 1, wherein the image display 
assistance means comprises a mirror plate (pg. 7, paragraph 20). By definition, a mirror 
is a reflective surface and therefore the reflective plate disclosed in Mizukai reads on 
the mirror plate. 

Claims 1, 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Ozaki et al. (US 2001/0031658). 
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Claims 1 and 8. A gaming machine comprising: 

o a variable display means configured to variably display a plurality of symbol rows 

on which a plurality of symbols are placed (paragraph 48); 
o image display means being provided in front of the variable display means and 

configured to display an image concerning a game (paragraphs 42-44); and 
o side illumination means being provided on a side of the variable display means 

and configured to illuminate the symbols from a side of the symbols (paragraph 

46). On the front side of the variable display, a fluorescent lamp is used to 

illuminate the surfaces of the reels/variable display. 

Claim 4. The gaming machine as claimed in claim 1, wherein the symbol 
illumination means comprises a front illumination lamp configured to illuminate the 
symbols from a slanting direction of the front of the symbols, and wherein the image 
display assistance means reflects light emitted from the front illumination lamp 
(paragraph 46). On the front side of the variable display, a fluorescent lamp is used to 
illuminate the surfaces of the reels/variable display. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fuji et al. 
(JP 2001-143375) (machine translation). 

Claim 2. A gaming machine comprising: 
o variable display means configured to variably display a plurality of symbol rows 
on which a plurality of symbols are placed (pg. 5, paragraph 23); 
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• image display means being provided in front of the variable display means and 
configured to display an image concerning a game (pg. 6, paragraph 32); 

• symbol illumination means configured to illuminate the symbols (pg. 5, paragraph 
27); and 

• image display assistance means being provided on a side of the variable display 
means and configured to reflect light emitted from the symbol illumination means 
and to assist image display of the image display means (Abstract). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-1691 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hotaling can be reached on 571-272-4437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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